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American influence has done to improve Mexican conditions. He often holds up 
the enterprising American as an example for his more cautious countrymen, not 
with any intention to depreciate the good which they have done, but prompted 
by the desire to make them see their opportunities as Americans do theirs. 

A book like this can naturally not be called scientific, but there is no doubt 
that it will satisfactorily fulfill the purpose for which it was written. 

M. K. Genthe. 

Les Etats-Unis du Mezique. Par Cte. Maurice de Perigny. xi and 310 pp. 

Map.* E. Guilmoto, Paris. 191 1. 5 fr. 50. gx 5^. 
This work is a compilation of general information on Mexico. The writer's 
countrymen who may visit our sister republic will find much of interest in 
its pages. Many of the data are of a statistical nature. Some appear to have 
been culled from Mexican newspapers. The author hardly ever refers to his 
sources of information. His descriptions of native customs are accurate and 
make pleasant reading matter. Indeed they constitute the most agreeable feat- 
ure of the book. 

A short historical sketch and a review of social and industrial conditions fill 
the first few chapters. An attempt is then made to subdivide geographically the 
text of the last ten chapters. The intent is laudable, but the units used are not 
well differentiated. This is rather remarkable, as there are few regions whose 
physiographical or other types available for geographical description are more 
sharply defined than in Mexico. For example, the writer fails to grasp the 
significance of the eastern and western orogenic movements that gave rise to 
the high central plateau which is very abruptly cut off from the two coastal 
regions bathed respectively by the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean. And yet 
he has set foot in both of the units thus created. His chapters contain excellent 
pen pictures of the various manifestations of life found in each. He notes the 
difference between the mountaineer peon and the inhabitants of the lowlands. 
The striking change in the vegetation as one travels up from the "tierra cal- 
iente" must needs have struck the attention of so observant a traveler as he 
reveals himself to be in other respects.. The very alteration of the soil and of 
the rocks themselves, with the minerals they include, is exceedingly marked, 
so sudden is the transition from one type to the other. Had the author adhered 
entirely to such a classification as a major scheme and extended it subsequently 
for the sake of thoroughness, so as to comprise the southern region of high 
uplift along an E-W axis, and then made use of his climatological data as a 
minor subdivision, his readers would have had the subject before them in 
adequate geographical presentation. He is entitled to credit, however, for his 
endeavor to handle his work in this form. But the order in which his headings 
follow each other tends to bring out the fact that his pages have been taken 
bodily out of his note book and in the same sequence in which they *vere jotted 
down as he proceeded on his journey. 

Mr. de Perigny naturally gives considerable space to mining, Mexico's fore- 
most industry. His data on the production of some of the famous mines are in- 
teresting. Furthermore they are correct and free from the inaccuracies born of 
enthusiasm. But when he attempts to give geological information or to enter into 
technical details, the layman's ignorance becomes apparent. His description of 
the Dos Estrellas mines at El Oro is a case in point. He also calls attention to 

* Listed under " Mexico V on p. 309. 
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the progress accomplished in agriculture as well as to various growing industries 
of the Republic. In this connection his statements regarding the commercial and 
industrial activities of "les Nord-Americains" are decidedly unfair. He has not 
escaped falling into the error common to many Europeans who visit Mexico. No 
doubt, had he stayed longer in the country his opinion would have radically 
changed. He would have realized that most of Mexico's progress is due to con- 
tact with the people north of them ; also that the material prosperity and comfort 
of a rising Mexican bourgeoisie has followed in the wake of American enterprise. 
His friendship towards his hospitable hosts has evidently prevented him from 
giving expression to the apprehension felt by every well wisher of Mexico in her 
present plight. Recent events, however, have brought to light certain phases of 
Mexican deficiency to which the writer has abstained from alluding. It is 
unfortunate that the book must be read with due provision in mind for this 
omission. The fact is that the writer has succeeded in giving an account of the 
country in the state of progress to which Diaz's ability brought it. As such 
his book will always be valuable. Leon Dominian. 

Panama. The Canal, The Country, and The People. By Albert 
Edwards, x and 585 pp. Maps, ills., index. The Macmillan Co., New York. 
1911. $2.50. 8x5^. 

Our people have had Panama served to them in small and large doses for a 
number of years, and they may be so surfeited that a book with the above title 
may not appeal strongly to them. Although there is no new material in many 
chapters, yet the book is written with such freshness of treatment, and impres- 
sions are so vividly conveyed, that it is a worthy contribution to the already 
large library on Panama. 

In a few chapters the author describes the two terminal cities of the Canal, 
the people, the republic, and gives a little of the geography of the Isthmus. 
Twenty chapters follow on the history of Panama, much of it bearing more or 
less directly on the growth of the republic, beginning with the discoveries of Co- 
lumbus and ending with current topics. The book ends with a few chapters on 
the subsidiary problems of the canal, such as the management of the Canal Zone, 
the sanitation of the area, the life of the transplanted Americans, and the lead- 
ers of the undertaking. Altogether the book covers a large number of subjects 
relating to Panama, and it seems to have been carefully compiled. 

R. M. Brown. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Brazil, its Natural Riches and Industries. (Foreign Edition.) Vol. I: 
Preface — Productive Industry. 384 pp. Maps,* ills. Vol. II: Agriculture, Com- 
munications, Manufacturing. 418 pp. Ills. Commissaod'Expansao Economica 
do Braztl. Aillaud, Alves & Co., Paris. 1910. n x 1%. 

An official two-volume publication (foreign edition in English) issued by 
the Brazilian Government to supply information relating to all the industries 
carried on in the country. 

A third of Vol. I is devoted to brief summaries of Brazilian history, geo- 
graphy and geology, growth of population by immigration, and advantages 
for commerce. The productive (extractive?) industries discussed are: (1) those 

* Listed under " Brazil " in Bull., Vol. 43, 1911, p. 876, and under " Historical " in Vol. 44, April, 
1912, p. 320. 



